Brazilian
Judicial System

How does the Prazilian judicial
system work on the federal level?

Federal Preserves the constitution and rules on issues related to the
Court union, constitutionality, and foreign disputes.
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ﬁj!")_ _ In Brazil, high-level officials (e.g., president, members of the cabinet
Dr|v|leg|ado and congress) have the right to what Is known as a “privileged forum.”

They are entitled to have their cases heard In the first instance by the Supreme
Court, instead of starting in a lower court and appealing upwards. This entitlementis
highly contested, especially by critics who claim it promotes impunity.

Supreme Federal Court (STF) Federal Court

. Composed of 11 ministers appointed by the President / Total Expenses

Ability to challenge the constitutionality of a federal or RS 9,971,720,623
state law or act @

Considers extradition requests from foreign countries %‘;‘f;ﬂg: }:{E_‘JZ;IT:} A st
and habeas corpus requests from any Brazilian citizen
— d years and 11 months

Note that in Brazil, the word “tribunal” is used in lieu of "court” (e.g. Federal Supreme Court is Supremo Iribunal Federal)
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